Resources for Residents and Business Owners

NYSERDA, National Grid, NYSEG, and the Federal Government all offer a multitude of programs to
residents and businesses to help them reduce their GHG emissions and increase their energy efficiency.
The following programs provide funding or technical assistance for eligible energy customers. If you are
aware of any other programs that we may have missed, feel free to email Brian Kise at
bkise@townofbethlehem.org.

Federal Tax Credits for Renewable Energy

If you buy or have recently installed a solar thermal, solar photovoltaic, geothermal, or small wind
turbine system, you may be eligible for a 2012 federal tax credit. 30% of the cost of the system is
covered under the program with no upper limit. Both existing structures and new construction
applicants are eligible through December 31, 2016. For a complete list of eligible systems and how to
apply, visit the ENERGY STAR website.

Home Performance with ENERGY STAR

ENERGY STAR is teaming up with the state of New York to reduce the price of comprehensive home
assessments (CHA) for lower income residents. Owners of 1-4 unit residences that are at or below the
200% - 400% median income level are eligible for a free or reduced cost CHA. The Home Performance
program works with home improvement contractors accredited by the Building Performance Institute.
Contractors individually inspect each home and make recommendations for improvements. For more
information on how you can get started, visit the Home Performance website.

Residential High-Efficiency Natural Gas Heating Rebate Program

National Grid’s High Efficiency Natural Gas Heating Rebate Program was a huge success in 2011 and has
returned in 2012 with more funding for New York residents. A variety of boilers, furnaces, and water
heaters qualify for rebates of up to $560, depending on the model and efficiency rating. New equipment
installed between 1/1/12 to 12/31/12 are eligible for a rebate contingent upon availability of funds.
National Grid has a useful guide on how you can apply. Be sure to check the program website to see if
there is funding available before applying

Commercial and Industrial Rebate Program

New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and Rochester Gas & Electric (RG&E) commercial,
industrial, and institutional customers that pay a System Benefits Charge are eligible for rebates for
energy efficiency upgrades such as lighting improvements, heating upgrades, and HVAC system
improvements. For more information on eligibility and rebate offers, check out the program websites:
NYSEG, RG&E.

Demand Response Programs
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http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=tax_credits.tx_index
http://www.bpi.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=hpwes_profiles.showSplash
https://www.powerofaction.com/unygasheat/
https://www.nationalgridus.com/niagaramohawk/home/energyeff/4_NatGasHeating.asp
http://www.nyseg.com/UsageAndSafety/usingenergywisely/eeps/cirp.html
http://www.rge.com/UsageAndSafety/usingenergywisely/eeps/cirp.html

Commercial and industrial customers that use large amounts of electricity can put the electrical grid
under stress, increasing the likelihood of outages if demand from these customers is too high. The New
York Independent System Operator (NYISO) is working with businesses to help them manage their
energy usage during peak electricity demand. In return, utilities pay these businesses for reducing their
electricity use and subsequently relieving stress from the grid. To register your business for these
programs or for more details, visit the NYISO website. Both National Grid and NYSEG offer similar
programs. Visit their respective websites for more details.

Existing Facilities Program

NYSERDA's Existing Facilities Program offers incentives for a variety of energy projects at existing
commercial and industrial facilities. Pre-Qualified Incentives encourage applicants to purchase and
install more energy-efficient equipment for small-sized energy projects and equipment replacement
projects and range up to $30,000. Performance-Based incentives offer incentives to customers or energy
service companies who are working on large-scale energy efficiency projects, up to S5 million. These
incentives are typically higher than the Pre-Qualified Measures. Commercial and industrial facilities that
pay a System Benefits Charge (SBC) are eligible. Visit the Existing Facilities Program website for details
and instructions on how to apply.

Energy Audit Program

Small businesses and non-profits are eligible for a free comprehensive energy assessment through
NYSERDA. Businesses and organizations with an average electric demand of 100kW or less are eligible to
apply. A trained energy auditor will inspect your facility, looking for ways to reduce energy costs by
reducing drafts, increasing ventilation, and controlling humidity. This program does not fund the
recommended upgrades. However, completing the audit will identify economically viable improvements
that yield substantial annual energy savings. Visit the NYSERDA Energy Audit Program website for more
information and how to apply.

FlexTech Program

NYSERDA's FlexTech Program provides facility managers with detailed, objective, and customized
information to help them make informed energy decisions. Consultants are available to help ensure
maximum returns on energy investment. Cost-sharing incentives are available for certain projects and
studies. FlexTech's goal is to increase the economic competitiveness of participating facilities by
identifying and encouraging the implementation of cost-effective energy efficiency, carbon reduction
measures, peak-load curtailment, and combined heat & power, and renewable generation projects.
Only commercial, industrial, and institutional, and not-for-profit facilities greater than 50,000 sq/ft that
pay into the System Benefits Charge are eligible. Visit NYSERDA FlexTech Program web page for details.

New Construction Program (NCP)

The New Construction Program (NCP), offered through NYSERDA, provides assistance for incorporating
energy-efficiency measures into the design, construction, and operation of new and substantially
renovated buildings. The program is available to all types of new building construction. Technical
assistance is available to help design and construct buildings to meet modern energy efficiency
standards. Supplemental funding can also be obtained to offset the costs associated with installing
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http://www.nyiso.com/public/markets_operations/market_data/demand_response/index.jsp
http://www.nationalgridus.com/niagaramohawk/business/programs/4_emergency.asp
http://www.nyseg.com/YourBusiness/CASHBACK/cashback.html
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Existing-Facilities-Program.aspx
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/en/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/FlexTech-Program/Energy-Audit-Program.aspx
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/FlexTech-Program.aspx

energy efficient products. Further information about the program or how your business can apply can
be found at the NCP website.

Small Business Energy Efficiency Program

NYSEG business customers with demand of less than 100 kilowatts (kW) are eligible to receive free
energy assessments and up to 70% of the cost of recommended lighting upgrades through the Small
Business Energy Efficiency Program. For more information on how your business can enroll, visit the
program’s website or call (877) 359-9814. National Grid also offers a similar program for its customers.
ENERGY STAR has provided an excellent guide (Adobe PDF) for small businesses on how to increase
efficiency and reduce costs.
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http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/en/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/New-Construction-Program.aspx
http://www.nyseg.com/UsageAndSafety/usingenergywisely/eeps/smallbusiness.html
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http://www.greenalbanycounty.org/docs/smallbizguide.pdf

